REVIEWS OF BOOKS. 


Diseases ok thi: Chest. Throat, axu Nasal Cavities, including 
Physical Diagnosis and Diseases of" the Lungs, Heart and Aorta, 
Laryngology and Diseases of the Larynx, Nose, Thyroid Gland 
and Oesophagus, lly E. Fletcher Ixoals, AM., M.D.. Pro¬ 
fessor of Laryngology and Practice of Medicine, Rush Medical 
College, etc. Second edition, revised and enlarged. 240 illus¬ 
trations. Octavo. 700 pages. New York : William Wood & Co. 

The first edition of this work, made up essentially of lectures 
delivered before the students of Rush Medical College, was confined 
for the most part to the consideration of the subject of physical diag¬ 
nosis as related to diseases of the chest, throat and nasal passages. 
In this edition the original volume is supplemented by the discussion 
of the etiology, pathology, symptomatology and prognosis of these 
diseases, to which is added an outline of the treatment appropriate 
to each, though the recommendations under this head are confined 
generally to measures that the author lias found most satisfactory; in 
all other respects the book is designed to cover the whole ground so 
far as the practical needs of the student and practitioner are con¬ 
cerned 

While the author has consulted the literature of the subjects of 
which the volume treats ‘‘ fully and extensively,” he has incorporated 
into its pages only such views as he has been able to substantiate in 
the course of his personal experience, or as commend themselves to 
his professional judgment a frank assumption of responsibility for 
its teachings which at the outset is a pledge of the honest and pains¬ 
taking efforts to which the text bears witness. 

A little more than one-third of the book is given up to the sub¬ 
ject of the diseases of the chest. Apparently, the author anticipates 
criticism upon the propriety of grouping affections of this region with 
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those of the nose and throat in the remark that, since symptoms of 
the latter sometimes simulate those of pulmonary disease, they may 
properly be studied together. A more obvious reason is furnished by 
the fact that they are associated in the lectures upon which the book is 
based. This arrangement may be satisfactory to the medical student, 
blit the division of the work into two volumes would have increased 
its value for the larger circle of readers to whom also it is addressed, 
as the ampler space thus provided would have permitted fuller consid¬ 
eration of treatment—a subject which, as regards diseases of the nose 
and throat particularly, has the greatest interest for the general prac¬ 
titioner. Indeed, the general practitioner can hardly hope to qualify 
himself for making diagnoses, which require above all things the skill 
in manipulation that can be acquired and maintained only by con¬ 
stant practice, for which he lacks opportunity : very little can be 
accomplished in this direction by reading, and he will probably con¬ 
tinue to depend upon the specialist for a solution of this part of the 
problem—at least in difficult cases. The diagnosis having been made, 
however, he may reasonably expect his books upon special subjects to 
furnish instruction in detail as to measures of treatment—which he 
may be perfectly competent to carry out. lint, notwithstanding the 
author’s statement of the limitations of the volume in this direction, 
the reader in pursuit of information under this head will not lack for 
remedies; he is rather likely to suffer the embarrassment of riches. 
Tor example: among the heart tonics to be used in the treatment of 
valvular lesions the following are mentioned : digitalis, arsenic, cactus 
grandiflora. belladonna, squills, strophanthus, sparteine, caffein, con- 
vallaria, nitro-glycerine and mix vomica, with the caution that these 
agents must not be used indiscriminately, to be sure, but save that 
certain contraindications to the use of digitalis are mentioned, no spe¬ 
cific directions are given for the exhibition of the drugs enumerated. 
Considering the excellence and completeness of the treatise in other 
respects, it must be assumed that lack of space—the result of rolling 
two single volumes into one—is responsible for the omission to clearly- 
set forth tlie conditions which should determine the choice of the par- 
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titular remedy to he employed in each case. In view of the .state¬ 
ment that the volume proposes to present only the outlines of treat¬ 
ment—though it certainly does more than this—this criticism is not 
warranted, perhaps; the point is, however, that it would have been of 
greater service to the profession had it been made complete in every 
part. l ire fault lies rather in the author’s purpose than in the execu¬ 
tion of it. 

Especial attention is given to the subject of physical diagnosis of 
diseases of the chest. The physical signs are fully described, both 
their usual and exceptional significance being stated. The methods 
to be used in the examination of the nose and throat are also described 
in detail. The study of differential diagnosis has been facilitated by 
the frequent use of tables in which distinguishing signs and symptoms 
are exhibited in parallel columns. An appendix of fourteen pages 
contains formula; for prescriptions to which reference in the text is 
made by numbers; they include numerous combinations of drugs suit¬ 
able for local application and for inhalation. The index has been 
made very full, a synopsis of each article being given under its proper 
heading. 

The operative treatment of nasal obstructions, etc., is described 
in detail, as is also the operations that the general practitioner may 
be called upon to do, as tracheotomy and intubation of the larynx 
(the latter is preferred in the case of children under the age of live 
years). What may be termed major operations, such as extirpation 
of the larynx and external resophagotomy are regarded as belonging 
to the domain of general surgery, and, therefore, without the province 
of this work. In his descriptions generally, the author has the happy 
ability to make himself understood, and his exposition of the different 
subjects is clear, concise and thoroughly practical. 


1). R. Brown. 



